


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY, 24TH FEBRUARY 2025 AT CHURCH FARM AT 7.30P.M.

PRESENT:	Cllrs. Mrs. M. Moore (Chairman), T. Bishop, R. Mitchell and D. Thornewell

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:     Cllrs. Mrs. C. Bell and Mrs. A. Oakley

APPROVAL AND SIGNING OF MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 16th DECEMBER 2025

	It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday, 16th December 2024 be APPROVED AND SIGNED by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING

(i)	Fireproof Cabinet

	The Clerk reported that all the Parish Council Deeds are within the Fireproof Cabinet.

(ii)	George Holding Centre – Drainage

The Clerk reported that the Doctors Surgery at the George Holding Centre have now agreed to report any blockages in the drains directly to Southern Water rather than to the Parish Council Office.

CORRESPONDENCE

	There was no Correspondence.

FINANCIAL MATTERS

(i)	Virement of Leybourne Park Play Equipment to General Maintenance of Play Equipment

	Cllr. Thornewell reported that there is an amount of £1,000 in Earmarked Reserves for playground equipment at Leybourne Park which was funded some while ago.

	Cllr. Thornewell PROPOSED that the £1,000 be vired to General Maintenance for Play Equipment, SECONDED by Cllr. Mitchell and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

(ii)	List of Parish Precepts

The of Parish Precepts for the whole Borough was CIRCULATED TO Members present and was NOTED.

(iii)	Anti-Social Behaviour Team

The Chairman reported that she attended the recent Parish Partnership Panel meeting where the Anti-Social Behaviour Team was discussed and information given on the benefits of their work.



The Clerk commented that a letter had been received in December from the Borough Council giving information with the suggestion that Parish Council contribute either £1 or £2 per resident to ensure they can continue to provide this vital ASB deterrent.  In the case of this Parish it would be a considerable amount of money, i.e. at least £11,000 or £22,000.

Following the recent meeting of the Parish Partnership which Cllr. Mrs. Moore attended, another email had been received saying we are still able to contribute and it was AGREED  that this matter be revisited at the June Meeting of this Committee when we are aware of the final balance in accounts at the end of the 2024/2025 Financial Year.

The Chairman commented at the recent meeting of Parish Partnership Panel a figure of £2,000 was mentioned but this is not stated in the email received today.

Local Government Reorganisation – Update – KCC Elections

	Cllr. Thornewell reported as follows:-

1.	Kent has not been chosen on the “fast track” to submit proposals for a single tier of local  government so the KCC elections on 1st May are going ahead.

2.	Instead the KCC and District plus Medway are asked to submit proposals for unitary authorities “of 500,000 or more” by 21st March 2025 setting out “an interim plan”.

3.	These proposals will be considered and the Government expect a final “full proposal” by 28th November 2025.

4.	Where the Government decides to implement a proposal and the necessary legislation is passed the Government will work with Councils to have “elections to the new ‘shadow’ unitary Councils as soon as possible’

The Clerk was asked to open a file on this issue.

Bricklayers Arms Issues

	It was NOTED that PC David Warner, our local Police Officer, had sent an email reporting that action is being taken over issues relating to the Bricklayers Arms PH and he attended on 31st January 2025 with a member of the Licencing team.

	They raised concerns and the pub landlady did admit that she has been serving members of the public outside licencing hours.  The noise complaints and drug use coming from the pub which she will try to address.

	They will be visiting again and will keep us updated.





Church Farm Hall Booking – First Saturday afternoon of each month

	A further email had been received from Paul Shade on behalf of Emily Bly who booked the hall which was NOTED.

	Cllr. Thornewell reported that he had visited the Clerk at Leybourne Pariah Council to find out the reasons why they cancelled the bookings at their Village Hall and apparently they asked if they had asked whether they had Public Liability Insurance and received no reply.  There was concern that paper had been put up at the windows and it was reported to the Police who issued two reference numbers 29-0400 and 28-0400.

	The Clerk commented that after researching Age Regression it was evident that no national organisation exists to deal with this mental health issue but it is generally treated with hypnosis and other therapies.

	After discussion it was AGREED a reply be sent pointing out that in the Conditions of Hire that caretakers have every right to enter the hall before the end of a booking or indeed any officer of the Council or Councillors.

	It was FURTHER AGREED that the Clerk’s action in cancelling any future bookings be ENDORSED.

	The £25 holding deposit should be refunded.

STAFF MATTERS

	There were no Staff Matters to discuss.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

	The Chairman reported on items discussed at the recent Partnership Panel Meeting being:-

Spring at Leybourne Country Park
Moving to Gibson Building East for updating.
Community Grants
Air Source Pumps
Larkfield Leisure Centre – Solar Panels
1,000 trees to be planted in the Borough

	Cllr. Thornewell reported that there are apparently issues over the Christmas lighting ceremony in Martin Square where the Larkfield Community Group have stalls, etc and they provisionally going to hold an event at Church Farm.

	The Chairman said apparently Local residents are not being consulted on the Local Plan.

	Cllr. Mitchell mentioned that there some abandoned DPD vehicles at the bottom of New Hythe Lane by the station and he will take photographs of them to be reported and this can be reported and the outcome taken to the next Amenities Committee meeting.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:	Monday, 24th March 2025

CLOSURE

	The Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 8.18p.m.






								Chairman
								24th March 2025
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