


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 7TH MAY 2025 IN THE PARISH COUNCIL OFFICE, CHURCH FARM AT 7.30P.M

PRESENT:	Cllrs. D. Thornewell (Chairman), Mrs. M. Moore (Vice-Chairman), Mrs. C. Bell, T. Bishop, R. Haffenden, P. Leale, R. Mitchell, R. Roud, Sharon Root, Mrs. Claire Shire, Mrs. M. Tatton and Mrs. C. Woodger

	County and Borough Councillor Mrs Trudy Dean

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:	Cllr. Mrs. L. Cook


PART I

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

	Cllr. Mitchell NOMINATED Cllr. Thornewell as Chairman, this was SECONDED by Cllr. Roud, there being no further nominations, it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that Cllr. Thornewell be re-elected as Chairman of the Parish Council for 2025/2026.

ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN

	Cllr. Mrs. Woodger NOMINATED Cllr. Mrs. Moore as Vice-Chairman, this was SECONDED by Cllr. Sharon Root, there being no further nominations it was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that Cllr. Mrs. Moore be re-elected as Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for 2025/2026.

ELECTION OF COMMITTEES

	Cllr. Sharon Root expressed a wish to change from being Member on the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee to become a Member of the Planning and Development Committee.  This was AGREED and this will result in a vacancy on the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee.

	The Chairman PROPOSED that the Committees be ADOPTED en-bloc, which was AGREED as follows:-

Amenities & Open Spaces					Planning and Development
		
Rachel Belton
Tim Bishop							Tim Bishop
Lyn Cook							Ray Haffenden
Sharon Honess						Roger Roud
Paul Leale							Michelle Tatton
Roger Mitchell						Claire Shire
Margaret Moore						Christine Woodger
Roger Roud							David Thornewell (ex-officio)
Jacky Sharpe							Sharon Root
VACANCY

ELECTION OF CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES

	The Chairman PROPOSED that Cllr. Roud be re-elected as Chairman of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee for 2025/2026, this was AGREED.

	It was AGREED that Cllr. Thornewell be re-elected as Chairman of the Planning and Development Committee for 2025/2026.

ELECTION OF FOUR MEMBERS TO SERVE ON THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE AND CHAIRMAN OF THAT COMMITTEE

	The Chairman PROPOSED that the Finance and General Purposes Committee comprise of the following Members for 2025/2026, which was AGREED, as follows:-

Carole Bell
Tim Bishop
Roger Mitchell
Anita Oakley
Roger Roud
David Thornewell

	It was FURTHER AGREED that Cllr. Mrs. Moore be re-elected as Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee.

ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

(i) East Malling Institute

It was AGREED that Cllr. Mrs. Moore continue as the Parish Council’s representative on this Committee for 2025/2026.

(ii) K.A.L.C Tonbridge and Malling

Cllr. Thornewell AGREED to continue as the Parish Council’s representative on this Committee for 2025/2026.

(iii) Parish Partnership

Cllr. Mrs. Moore AGREED to continue to represent the Parish Council this Committee for 2025/2026.

(iv) Medway Valley Rail Partnership

Cllr. Thornewell AGREED to continue as the Parish Council’s representative on this Committee for 2025/2026.

(v) Maidstone East Railway Line

Cllr. Mrs. Tatton AGREED to continue as the Parish Council’s representative on this Committee for 2025/2026.

PART II

APPROVAL AND SIGNING OF MINUTES AND APPENDIX OF MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 2nd APRIL 2025

	It was RESOLVED that the Minutes and Appendix of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 2nd April 2025 be APPROVED AND SIGNED by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING

	The Chairman made comment on the recent KCC Election where the Reform party have taken control.  He said one does not know what their policies are especially as to local government reorganisation.

	Cllr. Trudy Dean was re-elected as County Councillor for Malling Central.

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

(i)	Ratification of Planning Comments Submitted since 2nd April 2025

The List of Planning Comments submitted to the Borough Council had been CIRCULATED and it was AGREED that the action taken be RATIFIED.

The Chairman commented on the proposal by Esquire Developments for 35 dwellings in The Rocks Road at Paris Farm and mentioned that the footpath at Four Acres is shown as part of The Rocks Road on the plans and this has been pointed out.

It was agreed to set up 

Cllr. Mitchell made comment that work has commenced at the site on the corner of Winterfield Lane/A20 and is extremely noisy.

(ii)	List of Decision Notices Received since 2nd April 2025

	The Lists of Decision Notices issued by the Borough Council had been CIRCULATED and was
	NOTED.

(iii)	Any Other Planning Matters


RATIFICATION OF PAYMENTS SINCE LAST MEETING INCLUDING DIRECT DEBITS

	The Lists of Payments and Direct Debits had been CIRCULATED and the action taken was RATIFIED.

REPORTS ON STANDING COMMITTEES HELD DURING APRIL

(i)	Amenities and Open Spaces Committee, 9th April 2025

Cllr. Roud presented these Minutes which were felt to be self-explanatory but the need for PAT testing of equipment taken into the halls by hirers be added to the Conditions of Hire.   It was AGREED to check with Zurich Insurance the liability involved regarding PAT testing.

The car parking charging period being extended for the monthly Farmers Market has been wrongly advertised, and will need to be done again.

It was AGREED the Minutes be ADOPTED as a true record of the Meeting.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

	The Chairman’s Report had been CIRCULATED as follows:-

Leybourne Lakes Country Park User Panel
 
This met on 28th April and Tim and I attended.  He may wish to add to what follows. It was reported that an annual season ticket is to be brought in for the car park.  They are still waiting for the Environment Agency to carry out work to the stream which runs by Lunsford Lane at its northerly end and through the park to Snodland.  Some work has been done to the surface of the path around the main lake and some additional small sections are to be improved from the park’s own funds. The Country Park Manager, Hannah Gillham, reported generally on the park and there was a further report on Events and Projects. The next meeting will be at the Café in October.
 
 Larkfield Churchyard
 
The new fence along the northern boundary on top of the bank has been completed and it looks much better than the broken down one replaced.
 
Footpath MR122, Larkfield
 
A tree that has fallen across the path that runs from Lunsford Lane close to Lunsford Hall to the  A228/M20 roundabout has been reported to KCC,
 
Litter Bin, Chaucer Way
 
The borough council has agreed to replace the vandalized bin opposite the lower access to Tesco.
 
Proposed development at Paris Farm, Rocks Road, East Malling
 
A meeting is being sought at their request regarding Esquire Developments proposal they are consulting on in the field next to Four Acres.  A map will be circulated at the Council Meeting from their leaflet.
 
Shed at Lunsford Farm
 
The borough site meeting has taken place. KCC did not attend. There are no Area Planning Meetings in May so it is likely to be reported back to the June Meeting of Area 3 Planning Committee.
 
Marlowe Green
 
Following a resident’s complaint about birch trees needing reducing in height an inspection with our tree company is being sought.
 
East Malling Village Design Guide
 
An issue has arisen over the status of the Village Design Guide adopted in 2004.  I would ask please for agreement to take this up via the Parish Council.
 
Authority was given to the Chairman to take the matter of the East Malling Village Design Guide with the Borough Council.

There is to be a Larkfield Litter Pick on Saturday 31st May 2025 meeting at Church Farm at 10.00a.m.

REPORT BY BOROUGH COUNCILLORS AND COUNTY COUNCILLOR

	Cllr. Mrs. Tatton reported that the Ivy Farm application for development was refused by Full Council at the Borough Council on 8th April 2025.

	Cllr. Mrs. Tatton made comment that traffic has been worse through East Malling since the roadworks on the A228.

	Cllr. Bishop reported on the recent Leybourne Lakes User Panel Meeting.  The Park Run is in its 10th year and it averages 400 runners per week.  On Christmas Day there were 600 runners.

	The toilets have now re-opened in the car park.

	Cllr. Mrs. Trudy Dean reported that this week inductions have been taking for all the new Councillors elected to Kent County Council, the majority being Reform members and Officers have been briefing Councillors.  It is intended that the Invicta flag will not be permitted to be flown from County Hall.

	The County Council Annual General Meeting will be taking place on Thursday, 22nd May 2025.

	The County Council have agreed that trees on highway verges can have Tree Preservation Orders placed on them.

	Parking for Farmers Markets in West Malling – the notice in respect of extending the free parking hours when Farmers has been incorrectly worded from 4 hours to 5 hours when the Cabinet agreed to 8 hours, this needs to be corrected.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

	Cllr Bishop reported that the soffit boards on Church Farm Hall are in need of attention particularly painting. The Clerk will mention this to the Handyman and the Caretaking Supervisor.

	Cllr. Mrs. Tatton commented that the East Malling Institute Car Park is filling up every day believed to be with commuters cars.   The suggestion was made that we look into abolishing the parking permit and season ticket scheme for the Village Field Car Park.

	Cllr. Mrs. Woodger reported that there is a lot of activity taking place at Hoath Wood.  Apparently Planning Enforcement are aware of this.  More trees have been felled.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

	There were no Members of the Public present.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:	Wednesday, 4th June 2025

CLOSURE

	The Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 8.35p.m.




									Chairman
									4th June 2025
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