


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE HELD ON THURSDAY, 13TH FEBRUARY 2025 AT CHURCH FARM AT 7.30P.M.

PRESENT:	Cllrs. R. Roud (Chairman), T. Bishop, P. Leale, R. Mitchell, Mrs. M. Moore, S. Root, 		Mrs. J. Sharpe, Mrs, M, Tatton and D. Thornewell

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:	Cllr. Mrs. L. Cook

APPROVAL AND SIGNIING OF THE MINUTES OF THE AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY, 9th DECEMBER 2024

	It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday, 9th December 2024 be APPROVED AND SIGNED by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING

(i)	Footpath MR 114, East Malling

	It was NOTED that the Definitive Map Modification Order 2024 in respect of the above 	footpath running from The Heath to Kings Hill has now ben completed as a Restricted 	Byway.

	It was AGREED that KCC be requested to provide signs at both ends of the path.

(ii)	Bench – Lunsford Lane

	Cllr. Thornewell reported that he had met with Andy Watson from KCC and the site for 	the bench has been agreed but we are awaiting the appropriate forms to complete.

(iii)	Map Board-East Malling Green

	Cllr. Thornewell reported that he had met with Robert Peel and the Handyman 	unscrewed the noticeboard so Mr. Peel could see how it all fitted together.

	He was satisfied and said he intends that the replacement map will take up the whole 	board.  He will be in touch and does not anticipate any funds will be needed from us.

FOOTPATH MATTERS
	
(i)	River Medway Path,MR473, Aylesford

	It was NOTED that an email had been sent to David Munn at the PROW office of KCC 	saying we are anxious to see the River Medway path to Aylesford and Allington be 	improved now the paths through the former paper mills ate are in a much better 	condition.

	Also beyond is the path from Aylesford Village which was greatly improved but is closed 	due to a collapse of part of the river bank.

	A reply had been received, there is around £250,000 S.106 funding from Panatonni 	allocated to this path – the proposal being to part upgrade for cycle use, linking into Friars 	View via the TMBC car park and the continuation to Millhall being improved for 	pedestrian use (it is not wide enough to continue the cycle section straight through to 	Millhall.

	The delay is due to many projects on the books at the moment but he has it in his targets 	to deliver in 2025/26.

	Background work is progressing well on the closed section and they have funding in place 	and are expecting it to open in summer this year.

(ii)	MR106 – Manningham House

	The Clerk reported that she has sent reminders about this path and apparently the work 	is 47th on the list for the work.  A gate has also collapsed on the path.

(iii)	Claim for footpath in woodland between Estates and A20

	Cllr. Thornewell reported that he has the forms to complete in respect of the above and 	was given authority to fill in the forms as necessary.

(ii)	Any Other Footpath Matters

	MR110, Cottenham Close – there is a planning application for a property adjacent to the 	footpath leading to the tunnel under the railway and the countryside to the south.  We 	have asked the PROW office when making to the Borough Council that it be stressed 	that if the application is permitted the footpath be kept clear at all times and remain on 	its present route and stay at its present width.

	Cllr Mrs Tatton reported that the PROW office do not approve of moving the footpath.

	Four Acres Footpath – MR105 – This path is extremely muddy from The Rocks Road down 	to the new surfaced path.  This should be reported to the PROW office.

STREETLIGHTING MATTERS

(i)	Four Acres and Stickens Lane

	The Clerk reported that two streetlights have been repaired and ivy removed from the 	streetlight at the junction of Mill Street/Stickens Lane.  This action was RATIFIED.

(ii)	Any Other Streetlighting Matters

	The Chairman made comment at the streetlights o 40 Acres are very high.

CORRESPONDENCE

Tonbridge & Malling Borough Council:		Line Marking – Village Field Car Park

						An email had been received from Penny Roper at 						the Borough Council reporting that the white 							lining of the car park needs refreshing and has 						attached some photos.  It may be difficult for the 						Parking Officers to enforce the badly worn areas.

						The Chairman will speak with John Hilden to find 						out if he has contacts who maybe willing to quote 						for the relining.

Larkfield Football Club:	Use of Larkfield Playing Field and Village Hall

				The Clerk reported that Larkfield Football Club have booked their 				Presentation Day for Saturday 7th June 2025 with use of the 					Playing Field they given two options which includes use of the 				village hall car park.

				In previous years they have had use of the Playing Field free of 				charge but use of the car park from 8.00am until 10.30pm they 				have been charged £261 which represents £18 per hour – 					midweek day rate.

				It was AGREED  that Larkffield Football Club be charged £261 as 				in previous years.

Fisher German:		Proposed Alterations to the Electricity Network – UK Power
Networks

It was NOTED that Uk Power Networks are asking permission to 	enter our land, particularly South Ward Playing Field to carry out 	clearance infringements and increase tension of the overhead 	conductor and install tension sets on several tension towers along 	the route.

It was AGREED that permission be granted.

Larkfield Scout Group:		Scout Hut Parking

				It was NOTED the Scouts are asking for permission to put some 				posts on the green outside the scout hut.  Parents of the football 				teams park on the green when the car park is full and have made 				it difficult for some disabled people to get into the hut easily as 				they parked on the pathway leading to the hut.   They have also 				had a complaint from the local child minder group who use the 				hut as they have children with special needs who have struggled 				to access the premises due to cars and vans being in the way.

				They plan to paint one bay next to the hit and put up a disabled 				sign, so someone disabled will always be able to access easily 				and the posts would stop people parking on the grass.

				It was AGREED that permission be given but point out that there 				will be no guarantee that the disabled bay will get parked in by 				other people and is not enforceable.
Jack Pugh:		Request to Plant Tree at South Ward Playing Field

			The Clerk reported that Mr. Pugh visited the office and would like to plant 			a tree at South Ward Playing in memory of his wife who walked on the 			field daily.  He is suggesting a Sweet Chestnut near to the row of Beech 			Trees where one has been removed.

			Discussion took place and it was AGREED that permission be given but 			we would prefer either a Beech or a Cherry Tree, not a Sweet Chestnut.

BML Building Services Ltd:	Disabled Toilet Lock – Toilets, Martin Square

				The Clerk reported that the lock on the disabled door has been 				out of use for a little while therefore access cannot be gained.

				BML have provided a quotation of £540 inc. VAT to fit a new lock.
				
				It was AGREED that the quotation be ACCEPTED in the sum of 				£540 and ask that the work be carried out as soon as possible.

				There are sufficient funds available in the Budget for these works.

Heather Elms:			Request for Bin – Lay-by on A20 near to Lunsford Lane

				An email had been sent to Robert Styles at the Borough Council 				requesting a bin but the Clerk has chased this with Stuart 					Edwards and is awaiting a reply.

				A large bin would be preferable.

ALLOTMENT MATTERS

There were no Allotment Matters.

OPEN SPACE MATTERS

(i)	Play Areas at Blake Drive and Masefield Road, Larkfield – Information

	It was reported that Land Registry searches have been carried out on the above play 	areas which belong to the Borough Council.  An email has been sent to Stuart Ewards 	asking if these sites are protected as play areas.  We wonder, therefore, in respect of 	each site if there is an adoption agreement by the Borough Council and if so could we 	have copies.  A reply is awaited.

(ii)	Any Other Open Space Matters

	An email had been received on behalf of Aylesford Paper Mill Veterans Football Club.

	They were based at Cobdown but are asking if they could use South Ward Playing Field 	on a Saturday afternoon.  In order to be compliant with the regulations of the Kent 	League they must provide a private shower facility for referees at any ground they use.
	They are proposing to scope, source and fully fund the required work as well as making 	the facilities in the Pavilion suitable for Kent League use.  They expect the work to cost 	around £3,000 which they will fund.

	Considerable discussion took place and it was AGREED that permission be granted for 	use of the Playing Field on Saturday afternoons and they sign the necessary pitch hire 	agreement.  It should also be made clear that they will be responsible for marking of the 	pitches for their use.  We welcome the work to the Pavilion.

	We also have £3,000 in Earmarked Reserves for the Pavilion.

VILLAGE HALL MATTERS

(i)	Quotation to Replace Lights in Larkfield Village Hall with LED’S

	The Clerk reported that AKS Electrical have now provided an additional quotation for the 	conversion of all lights in Larkfield Village Hall to LED’s in the sum of £2581.08 inc. VAT 	therefore the total to include the Main Hall will be £4,934.04.  If we go ahead the work is 	likely to take 4 days to complete, there are sufficient funds available.

	The Chairman suggested that PIR’s be fitted which could save on power.  Certain areas 	should have these fitted and additional quotation be sought.

(ii)	Larkfield Village Hall Drains

	The Clerk reported that we have now received a quotation for replacing the damaged 	11metre pipe at Larkfield Village Hall in the sum of £3,950 labour and materials.

	It was AGREED this quotation be ACCEPTED.

(iii)	Heating Upgrade – Church Farm Hall - Action taken

	The Clerk reported that it has been necessary to replace the pump with a larger one, 	alter pipework and alter the system to pressurised and replace faulty gate valves as the 	heating was not working correctly.  The cost of the work was £2,107.698 inc. VAT and has 	already been carried out.

	The action taken was RATIFIED.

(iv)	Any Other Village Hall Matters

	The Clerk reported that a booking for the first Saturday afternoon each month had been 	reported as unacceptable activities taking place and the bookings had been cancelled.  	When the booking was accepted it was said it was for a Disabled Support Group but it 	was in fact for an Age Regression Group.  Leybourne Parish Council cancelled their 	bookings also and reported the activities to the Police.

	The hirers had sent an email asking the reason for cancellation and were informed it 	would be taken to Committee to discuss.   The Clerk was asked to find out more about 	Age Regression and whether is a national organisation that covers this activity before a 	reply is sent.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

	Cllr. Mrs. Tatton reported that Moat Housing Association are considering gifting a green verge in Chapman Way to the Community which is surplus to their requirements and needs attention.  It was agreed this be acknowledged.

	Cllr. Mitchell reported that he has removed the wreath by the Larkfield Village Sign but commented that the garden there needs attention, this was provided by Larkfield Community Group.

	It was NOTED that some upgrading of the mast at Church Farm will be taking place.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:	Wednesday, 12th March 2025

CLOSURE

	The Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 9.05p.m.






								Chairman
								12th March 2025
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