


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF EAST MALLING AND LARKFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 3RD DECEMBER 2025 AT CHURCH FARM AT 7.30P.M.

PRESENT:	Cllrs. D. Thornewell (Chairman), Mrs. M. Moore (Vice-Chairman), Mrs C. Bell, T. 		Bishop, P. Leale and Mrs. C. Shire
		Nicholas Hardy	Resident of Larkfield

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:	Cllrs. Mrs. R. Belton, R. Haffenden, Sharon Root, R. Roud, Mrs. J. 				Sharpe, Mrs. M. Tatton and Mrs. C. Woodger

	The Chairman reported that Cllr. Mrs. Sharpe has requested Leave of Absence is she is undergoing treatment which affects her immunity.

	The Chairman PROPOSED that the Parish Council give her Leave of Absence for six months from tonight.

APPROVAL AND SIGNING OF MINUTES AND APPENDICES OF MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 5th NOVEMBER 2025

	It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 5th November 2025 be APPROVED AND SIGNED by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING

	There were no Matters Arising

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

(i)	Ratification of Planning Comments Submitted Since 5TH November 2025

	The List of Planning Comments submitted to the Borough Council since 5th November 	2025 had been CIRCULATED and the action taken was RATIFIED.

(ii)	List of Decision Notices Received Since 5th November 2025

	The List of Decision Notices issued by the Borough Council since 5th November 2025  had 	been CIRCULATED and were NOTED.

	There is a new application submitted for the Taxi rank at 16a Chapman Way.  The 	Chairman explained that a Licence has to be sought for taxi licences.

	Cllr. Mitchell reported that he has spoken to the site manager at the Pinewood Depot 	regarding the floodlights and the timing has now been changed.

RATIFICATION OF PAYMENTS SINCE LAST MEETING

	The List of Payments made and Direct Debits had been CIRCULATED and it was AGREED that the action taken be RATIFIED.

	The Clerk commented that in respect of the payment to Fuller Long a payment of £6,885.25 had been received via the Crowdfunding for the Ivy Farm Appeal from the residents group to be offset against that payment.

REPORTS ON STANDING COMMITTEES HELD DURING NOVEMBER

(i)	Amenities and Open Spaces Committee, 12th November 2025

	Cllr. Thornewell presented these Minutes and commented that the quotation had been 	accepted for the repairs to the ragstone wall bounding South Ward Playing Field with Mill 	Street.

	The Christmas event at Church Farm arranged by Larkfield Community Group went well 	despite the poor weather.

	It was AGREED  these Minutes be ADOPTED as a true record of the Meeting.

(ii)	Planning and Development Committee, 19th November 2025

	Cllr. Thornewell presented these Minutes and made comment that an additional 	comment had been sent to the Planning Inspectorate in respect of the Ivy Farm Appeal to 	which acknowledgement had been received.

	Comments have been submitted to the Planning Inspectorate regarding the Appeal in 	respect The Barn at Lunsford Farm.

	It was AGREED these Minutes be ADOPTED as a true record of the Meeting.

(iii)	Finance and General Purposes Committee, 24TH November 2025

	Cllr. Mrs. Moore presented these Minutes and made comment on the request for funding 	for the Anti-Social Behaviour Team of £2,000.  We are requesting the number of incidents 	attending in this Parish.

	The Clerk commented that she is awaiting the Tax Base figure for 2026/2027 so the 	correct figure can be calculated for Council Tax.

	The Calendar of Meetings for 2026 had been circulated with the Agenda.  Some meeting 	dates may change depending on Borough Council Meetings.

	It was AGREED these Minutes be ADOPTED as a true record of the Meeting.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

	The Chairman’s Report had been CIRCULATED, as follows:-

Leybourne Lakes Calendar.
 
On a visit to the Café I saw that there is a calendar for sale with photographs for each month of scenes of the country park.  It costs £6. I thought the photos were very good.
 
Agile
 
The Agile planning system, I am pleased to say is on its way out at Borough as they change to an updated Uniform system.  One consequence of the changeover is planning applications will not be available online during 1st to 19th January.
 
183, Well Street, East Malling
 
It has been reported that a large building has appeared here and it has been reported to planning enforcement.
 
72, Kingfisher Road, Larkfield.
 
An amendment has apparently been made to the fencing application at this property but appears not to be shown on the planning site. A query has been raised with them as to the position.
 
Pavement in New Hythe Lane.
 
KCC has been asked to cut back the bank opposite the Church down to the entrance to the Leisure Centre so the full width is re-established.
 
Local Plan Consultation.
 
A reminder the consultation is open till 2nd January 2026.  In Larkfield we are objecting to the Larkfield Library site being shown for housing. The other site being the derelict Family Centre building now owned by developers would I think count as a brown field site.  I think the Bradbourne site between Hermitage lane and Kiln Barn Lane subject to a planning application, is likely to be decided before the Local Plan process is complete.  The Broadwater site is shown coming down to but not crossing Pikey Lane. There is also the Green Gap covering the rest of Broadwater Farm and the area between East and West Malling. We will support this. If you have comments on any of the sites in the Parish please let me know so we can make them before the deadline.
 
It has been reported on Social Media that KCC are discussing the closure of 99 Libraries across Kent and he has sent an email to Tristan Osborne MP and Cllr. Trudy Dean in respect of both Larkfield and Snodland Libraries expressing concern should they be considered for closure.

Winterfield Farm – there is an inclusion in the Local Plan for development at Winterfield Farm but the owners did not give permission for this.

The Legal Agreement in respect of the proposed development in Clare Lane has not yet been finalised.

Cllr. Bishop said that the Government are now saying that the Borough Councils do not have to consult with neighbouring Borough Councils in respect of the Local Plan yet this was the last Local Plan was rejected.

REPORT BY BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

	Cllr. Bishop reported that he attended the Finance Meeting at the Borough Council and the Joint Transportation meeting.



PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

	Nicholas Hardy asked about the comments on the AGAR from Mazars for 2024/2025 in respect of the East Malling Village Hall Charity.  They are saying that consideration should be given to having a separate bank account.   The Chairman commented that different information had been by both the Internal Auditor and the Accountant.   This will be discussed at a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee.

	Nicholas Hardy asked questions regarding the Local Plan and particularly Site Assessments and the Transport Assessments in respect of Leybourne Way/A228 junction.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:	Wednesday, 7TH January 2026

CLOSURE

	The Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 8.35p.m.






								Chairman
								7th January 2025
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