


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF EAST MALLING AND LARKFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 5TH JUNE 2024 AT 8.00P.M. AT CHURCH FARM

PRESENT:	Cllrs. D. Thornewell (Chairman), Mrs. M. Moore (Vice-Chairman), Mrs. C. Bell, 
		T. Bishop, R. Haffenden, P. Leale, R. Mitchell, Mrs. A. Oakley, R. Roud, Mrs. J. 		Sharp and Mrs. M. Tatton

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:	Cllrs. Mrs. R. Belton, Mrs. L. Cook, Mrs. C. Shire and Mrs. C. 					Woodger

	The Chairman reported that Sharon Honess has resigned from the Parish Council and the Clerk was asked to inform the Borough Council of a Casual Vacancy and the necessary notice be posted on noticeboards.

APPROVAL AND SIGNING OF MINUTES AND APPENDICES OF MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 1st MAY 2024

	It was RESOLVED that the Minutes and Appendices of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday, 1st May 2024 be APPROVED AND SIGNED by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING

	There were no matters arising.

ADDITIONAL MINUTE AS TO THIS YEAR’S PRECEPT REQUESTED BY THE INTERNAL AUDITOR

	The Chairman reported that the Internal Auditor, in his report for 2023/24 feels that it should be explicitly recorded the Annual Precept and its financial value should be recorded in the Minutes.

	Our Minute of 6th December 2023 refer to the draft Budget approved by the Finance and General Purposes Committee being circulated and was carried unanimously.

	For the avoidance of doubt he moved the following Minute for this meeting:-

“That as requested by the Internal Auditor it be recorded that in adopting the Budget at the December 2023 Council Meeting, this included approving the Annual Precept for 2023/24 of £487,614.”

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

(i)	Ratification of Planning Comments Submitted Since 1st May 2024

	The Lists of Planning Comments submitted to the Borough Council had been circulated 	and it was AGREED the action taken be RATIFIED.
	
	The Chairman commented that additional comments have been submitted on the 	proposed development site at Ivy Farm.



(ii)	List of Decision Notices Received since 1st May 2024

	The Lists of Decision Notices had been CIRCULATED and were NOTED.

(iii)	Any Other Planning Matters

	The Chairman reported that an Appeal has been lodged against the decision of the 	Borough Council of refusal for a two storey side extension at 6 Jerome Road.

	The Clerk mentioned that there is a dead tree on the Rocks Close green and Mark Steward 	from All Seasons has offered to remove it free of charge.  It was AGREED he be asked to 	remove it and consideration should be given to replacing with a suitable species.

RATIFICATION OF PAYMENTS SINCE LAST MEETING

	The Lists of Payments and Direct Debits had been CIRCULATED and the action taken was RATIFIED.

REPORTS ON STANDING COMMITTEES HELD DURING MAY 2024

(i)	Planning and Development – Wednesday, 15th May 2024

	Cllr. Thornewell presented these Minutes which he felt were self-explanatory and it was 	AGREED they be ADOPTED as a true record of the Meeting.

	Cllr. Thornewell reported that some Members had met with representatives from 	Larkfield and New Hythe Football Club this evening in respect of the proposals for the 	existing football stadium and the new one in Birling Parish.

	They have now met with Birling Parish Council and had discussions with Kent County 	Council on the access road to the existing site and that at Birling, off the A228.  They are 	going to circulate a newsletter to local residents about the proposals and it was agreed 	await the outcome of this before we submit any comments.

	Ivy Farm – Cllr. Mrs. Tatton reported that this application will be reported to the next 	meeting of the Area 2 Planning Committee on 26th June 2024.

	Local Plan – the Housing and Scrutiny Committee has been cancelled.

	Cllr. Mrs. Tatton expressed her concerns about the pending closure of Winterfield Lane 	and the disruption it will cause and she is trying to find out what work is proposed to make 	the closure necessary.

(ii)	Finance and General Purposes – Monday, 20th May 2024

	Cllr. Thornewell presented these Minutes which he felt were self-explanatory and it was 	AGREED they be ADOPTED as a true record of the Meeting.




ADOPTION OF ACCOUNTS AND AGAR FOR 2023/2024

	The Statement of Accounts for 2023/2024 together with the Income and Expenditure information and Balance Sheet were CIRCULATED and also the Annual Governance Statement which was AGREED be ADOPTED AND SIGNED by both the Chairman and Clerk.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

	The Chairman’s Report had been CIRCULATED, as follows:-

General Election on Thursday 4th July
 
With the General Election now fixed to take place as above we are now in the period of “purdah” when the Government is not to make decisions that could affect the election and as part of this the borough council is cancelling meetings.   As I write it is unclear how the Local Plan timetable will be affected.
 
As at previous recent elections it will be necessary to produce evidence of identity to vote in person.
 
Applications for new postal votes have to be in by Wednesday 19th June 2024.
 
Churchill Development, New Hythe Lane.
 
The development by Churchill affecting 154 and 156 New Hythe Lane has recently been passed by the Borough Council Planning Dept. It is subject to a long list of conditions.
 
Upgrading Towpath from Millhall to Aylesford Village
 
KCC tell me the work on upgrading this route has been delayed due to staff issues.
 
New Hythe Lane.
 
Following a site meeting I held with reps of Leybourne Park residents we have asked KCC about the timing of the promised resurfacing of the length of road between Leybourne Way and Papyrus Way roundabouts. The residents are also concerned about what is going to happen about the promised bus service now it appears there is insufficient money to pay for one for up to 5 years, and asked about the removal of the signs for the withdrawn bus services. We have also raised this point with KCC and await a reply.
 
Ivy Farm, East Malling
 
Fresh layout plans have been lodged for this outstanding outline application. See TM/22/01570 via Borough Council planning portal.
 
July Parish Council Meeting
 
With the election the following day the July meeting will be postponed to Wednesday 10th July and held on the same night as Amenities and Open Spaces Committee.
 
 
	It was AGREED that the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee meeting scheduled for 	Wednesday, 12th June 2024 be cancelled due to lack of business.
 
REPORT BY BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS
	Cllr. Mrs. Oakley reported on the Climate Change Forum outreach which she manned at Aylesford Priory.
	Cllr. Mrs. Oakley expressed her serious concerns over the situation in respect of the Housing Register.  Apparently only 381 applications out of 1800 have been completed for social housing.   She has asked that this matter be referred back to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee.
	The new Chief Executive at the Borough Council. Damian Roberts, takes up his post on 3rd July 2024.
	Cllr. Roud reported that there is a back log for the consideration of Tree Preservation Orders.

	Cllr. Mrs. Tatton attended the recent Parish Partnership Meeting where  it was mentioned the need for Councillors to return their election expense forms even if it is nil.

	Cllr. Roud reported that consultation with adjoining Councils has been completed in respect of the Local Plan.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

	There were no Members of Public present.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:	Wednesday, 10th July 2024 (Full Council followed by a meeting of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee.)

CLOSURE

	The Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 8.45p.m.




								Chairman
								10th July 2024
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