


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 9TH JULY 2025 AT CHURCH FARM AT 7.30P.M.

PRESENT:	Cllrs. R. Roud (Chairman), T. Bishop, Mrs. L. Cook, P. Leale, R. Mitchell, Mrs. J. Sharpe and D. Thornewell

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:	Cllr. Mrs. R. Belton

APPROVAL AND SIGNING OF THE MINUTES OF THE AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 9th APRIL 2025

	It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 9th April 2025 be APPROVED AND SIGNED by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING

(i)	Bench – Lunsford Lane

The Clerk reported that the bench has now been ordered and there is an eight to ten week wait for delivery.  A quotation needs to be sought for the concrete base on which the bench will be installed.

(ii)	Map Board

It was NOTED that Robert Peel who has prepared the information for the map board is still awaiting approval of the design which has been presented to them.  He is chasing KCC on this issue.
	
(iii)	Skate Park Bin

The Clerk explained that the quotation obtained from Laddingford Engineering gives the specification for the bin which is custom made to our requirements therefore it is not possible to obtain a picture of such a bin.

After discussion Cllr. Thornewell PROPOSED that we accept the Option 1 quotation being:-

Mild steel bin 0.7m H x 0.6m W x 0.4m L primed and painted, finished.  This will also provide for fixing to the concrete base which is already on site.

This was CARRIED NEM. CON.

FOOTPATH MATTERS

(i)	MR122 – Fallen Tree

	The Clerk reported that the fallen tree has now been removed from the footpath and Mr. Hook’s garden by Qualitree Services Ltd for the sum of £384 inc. VAT.  The action taken was RATIFIED.


(ii)	MR93 – Larkfield Playing Field

The Clerk reported that a reply had been received from Sam Honey at KCC PROW office informing that it has been initially accepted that the route of MR93 at Larkfield and New Hythe Football Club has been incorrectly recorded and the Definitions Team have been made aware and in agreement.   They have it on a ‘to do’ list of Definitive Map Modification Orders and he is unsure of the timeframe involved in getting this corrected.  This is being treated completely separate from the planning application.

STREETLIGHTING MATTERS

(i)	Streetlight on footpath from Brooklands Road/Tesco

	Cllr. Thornewell reported that the above Tesco light has now been repaired.

CORRESPONDENCE

Karen Beadle:		Land at Carroll Gardens

The Clerk reported that Mrs. Beadle, a resident of Carroll Gardens is requesting that an annual survey be carried to the trees on the Parish Council land to ascertain what work is required.

After discussion it was AGREED that Qualitree be asked to provide a quotation for this to be done, preferably in the autumn when it will be easier to view the condition of trees, etc.

			
ALLOTMENT MATTERS

(i)	Gates at Lunsford Allotments

	The Clerk reported that new signs have now been placed on the gates at Lunsford Allotments asking that the gates be locked when entering and leaving the allotments at all times.

(ii)	Any Other Allotment Matters

	The Clerk reported that despite emails and telephone calls to the tenant of an unworked plot at Lunsford Allotments now an eviction notice has been served on the plot holder and we have to wait one month before the plot can be re-let.

	Cllr. Mrs. Sharpe said that there are two allotment holders who are prepared to take on the plot and make good but it was pointed out that as we have a waiting list it will need to be offered to the next person on the list before it can be offered to an existing allotment holder.





	A complaint had been received from an allotment holder at Lunsford Allotments regarding the trees overhanging plots from the verge on Lunsford Lane, this has been reported to KCC on the portal.

OPEN SPACE MATTERS

(i)	Quotations for Tree Work – Marlowe Road Green and Carroll Gardens

The Clerk reported that quotations had been obtained for tree work at Carroll Gardens following complaints from the resident at No.12 and the work costing £528 inc. VAT has been carried out and this action was RATIFIED.

Also a quotation had been obtained for substantial tree work at Marlowe Road Green in the sum of £768 inc. VAT. It was AGREED this quotation be ACCEPTED.

(iii)	Any Other Open Space Matters

Cllr. Mrs. Sharpe commented on the dog bin at Willow Road Green being full up, this should be reported to the Borough Council and also signs be put up regarding dog fouling.

Cllr. Mrs. Cook reported that the gate at Gighill Farm Green is hanging off its hinges and needs attention.  The Clerk will ask the Handyman to see if he can repair this.

VILLAGE HALL MATTERS

(i)	Cleaner – Larkfield Village Hall

The Clerk reported that an Early Morning Cleaner has been appointed for Larkfield Village Hall and is on trial at present.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

	Cllr. Bishop mentioned about land owned by the Borough Council which could be at risk of development and with the local government reorganisation it could be a problem.

	The Clerk was asked to obtain a list of Borough Council owned land in the Parish from Stuart Edwards.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:	Wednesday, 10th September 2025

CLOSURE

	The Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 8.35p.m.



Chairman
10th September 2025
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