


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF EAST MALLING AND LARKFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 5TH MARCH 2025 AT CHURCH FARM AT 7.30P.M.

PRESENT:	Cllrs. D. Thornewell (Chairman), Mrs. M. Moore (Vice-Chairman), T. Bishop,  Mrs. 		L. Cook, R. Haffenden, P. Leale, R. Mitchell, S. Root, Roud, Mrs. J. Sharpe and Mrs. 		C. Woodger

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:	Cllrs. Mrs. R. Belton, Mrs. A. Oakley, Mrs. C. Shire and Mrs. M. 				Tatton

APPROVAL AND SIGNING OF MINUTES AND APPENDICES OF MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 5th FEBRUARY 2025

	It was RESOLVED that the Minutes and Appendices of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 5th February 2025 be APPROVED AND SIGNED by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING

	The Chairman commented that the KCC  Elections will be going ahead on the 1st May 2025.

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

(i)	Ratification of Planning Comments Submitted Since 5th February 2025

	The List of Planning comments submitted to the Borough Council had been CIRCULATED 	and it was AGREED that the action taken be RATIFIED.

(ii)	List of Decision Notices Received since 5th February 2025

	The List of Decision Notices had been CIRCULATED and were NOTED.

	The Chairman commented that the substation at Forty Acres has been moved now it has 	been approved which is a good thing.

(iii)	Any Other Planning Matters

	The Chairman reported that the Borough Council have issued a map showing the “Call 	for Sites” which is felt to incorrect in some aspects.  More will be reported to the next 	meeting of the Planning and Development Committee.

RATIFICATION OF PAYMENTS SINCE LAST MEETING

	The List of Payments made out of Meeting and Direct Debits had been CIRCULATED and the action taken was RATIFIED.






REPORTS ON STANDING COMMITTEES HELD DURING FEBRUARY

(i)	Amenities and Open Spaces Committee – Thursday, 13th February 2025

	Cllr. Roud presented these Minutes which he felt were self-explanatory and made 	comment on MR114 needing signs at both ends and MR106 where the gate has 	collapsed, he thinks Cllr. Mrs. Tatton may have reported this.

	Cllr. Root commented that she has been told that a resident of Chatfield Way has an 	access gate onto the Garner Drive Car Park and the Clerk will ask Martin to inspect.

	It was AGREED these Minutes be ADOPTED as a true record of the Meeting.

(ii)	Planning and Development Committee –  Thursday 20th February 2025

	Cllr. Thornewell presented these Minutes which he felt were self-explanatory but 	mentioned the development at Ditton where houses appear to be being built over the 	original footpath line.  It was AGREED an email be sent asking for clarification.

	It was AGREED these Minutes be ADOPTED as a true record of the Meeting.

(iii)   	Finance and General Purposes Committee – Monday, 24th February 2025

	Cllr. Mrs. Moore felt the Minutes were self-explanatory but made comment on the Anti-	Social Behaviour Team and the request for funding.  The Team at present consists of 	four in the Borough and the Borough Council would like to increase this six with some 	funding from Parishes.

	Cllr. Mrs. Moore said that the Chairman of the Parish Partnership, Roger Dalton, would 	like Parishes to be more involved in Planning issues from the start.

	It was AGREED these Minutes be ADOPTED as a true record of the Meeting.
	
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

	The Chairman’s Report had been CIRCULATED as follows:-

“Bradbourne” Proposals

Borough Councillors’ attended a site visit to East Malling Research Station last Wednesday.  All of Area 2 and 3 Planning Committee Members attended as the proposals cover both Aylesford, Ditton and East Malling in respect of the road through the Research from Kiln Barn Lane to New Road.

We walked the housing site proposed between Hermitage Lane and Kiln Barn Lane stretching down to Quarry Wood and up as far as the railway line.   We had a presentation back at the Centre and questions were answered.

There was a slide presentation including three site plans and I asked if I could bring a set away to present to the Parish Council.  They confirmed this was in order and gave me several sets.   I will bring these to thee March Planning and Development Committee Meeting.

As a reminder, the number of houses proposed is 1300 and the applicant’s stressed this site was put forward in the original Draft Local Plan that did not proceed as the Inspector considered it had not properly consulted as required, adjoining Councils especially Sevenoaks.   The site does not have any landscape protections such as Green belt although there is an area of Ancient Woodland not being proposed for development and another just outside the site owned by the applicants.

Map on East Malling Village Green

Following the site meeting with myself and Martin when Martin showed how the case came apart to the Ramblers Association representative has said he is now satisfied and now awaits the final approval of the KCC to proceed.   Fingers crossed!

Map of Sites put forward for development in Call for Sites

We have received an email about the Call for Sites and Trudy has found a map posted by the Borough Council of all the sites put forward since 2018.   It seems to include the 60 not previously notified.   Again I will report it to the Planning and Development Committee in March.

It does include sites already developed such as Forty Acres, the old Coal Yard on the corner of Leybourne Way and New Hythe Lane and the former KM site in Sheldon Way.  It does not seem to include the greens put forward by the Borough Council’s consultants and which we objected to including for example part of the Larkfield Leisure Centre car park.  It does though include Larkfield and New Hythe Football Club land subject to the current planning application.

River Towpath Millhall to Aylesford Village

The Borough Council have confirmed this is still going ahead from S.106 monies.

Malling Society

At my request the Clerk has sent out the 2025 programme from the Malling Society of which I am the Chairman.   The Society is gradually recovering from the COVID shut down and has just restarted in person committee meetings.  Anyone is welcome to attend the talks.

Parish Walk

Flyer attached for Sunday 16th March 2025.  Again all welcome!

Seat on Lunsford Lane/Gighill Road

Val is chasing the from needed from KCC to confirm we may go ahead to place the seat here in the forthcoming financial year.

Stuart Millson

I visited Stuart this last weekend and he sends best wishes from West Wales.

The Chairman added:-

Not in our Parish but two more housing sites proposed in nearby areas.

Firstly, in Wateringbury Croudace are consulting on building 75 houses on the Horse Field in front of the Playing Fields.

Secondly, there is a Public Exhibition for extending Eccles by 275 dwellings off Bull Lane at Aylesford Primary School from 4.30pm-7.30pm tomorrow, 6th March 2025.

Cllr. Mrs Woodger commented that if we provide some laminated copies of the Parish Walk flyer, Richard Brown in Well Street is prepared to place them on the path by the watercress beds.  The Clerk will laminate some.

REPORT BY BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

Cllr. Bishop reported that he attended the Finance meeting at the Borough Council, there was meant to be a presentation by the Lower Medway and Upper Medway Internal Drainage Boards but this did not happen and there was a two page email presented instead.

Cllr. Bishop also attended a meeting of the Employees Group.

Cllr. Roud reported that he had attended thee Parish Partnership Panel meeting and apparently Tonbridge and Malling Borough is the safest in the County.   There have been 30,000 domestics offences in Kent.

Shoplifting crimes are on the increase and believed to be down to the cost of living crisis.

Cllr. Roud reported on the recent Joint Transportation Board meeting where is was explained that Phase 14 of the Parking Review is complete and they are now consulting on Phase 15.  There is an issue with Blue Bell Hill open space, owned by the Kent Wildlife Trust where commuters are parking.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Cllr. Mrs. Woodger mentioned about the extension of the Green Belt and it was reported that at the Cabinet meeting last night it was agreed that Green Belt Studies will be carried out.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

There were no Members of the Public present.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:	Wednesday, 2nd April 2025

CLOSURE

The Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 8.45p.m.



										Chairman
										2nd April 2025
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