


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF EAST MALLING AND LARKFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 4TH JUNE 2025 IN THE PARISH OFFICE, CHURCH FARM AT 7.30P.M.

PRESENT:	Cllrs. D. Thornewell (Chairman), Mrs. L. Cook, R. Haffenden, Mrs. J. Sharpe and Mrs. C. Shire

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:	Cllrs. Mrs. C. Bell, T. Bishop, P. Leale, R. Mitchell, Mrs. A. Oakley, Mrs. M. Tatton and Mrs. C. Woodger

APPROVAL AND SIGNING OF MINUTES AND APPENDICES OF MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 7th MAY 2025

	It was RESOLVED that the Minutes and Appendices of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 7th May 2025 be APPROVED AND SIGNED by the Chairman.

	The Chairman made comment that an email has been sent to the Borough Council regarding the East Malling Village Design Statement.

	MR122 – Lunsford Lane – KCC have cleared most of the fallen tree from the footpath and placed on our land.  The Chairman has visited with Qualitree and they will be providing a quotation for its removal of a part still overhanging the path and resting on fence.,

MATTERS ARISING

	There were no Matters Arising.

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

(i)	Ratification of Planning Comments Submitted Since 7th May 2025

The List of Planning Comments Submitted to the Borough Council had been  CIRCULATED and it was AGREED that the action taken be RATIFIED.

(ii)	List of Decision Notices Received since 7th May 2025

The Lists of Decision Notices issued by the Borough Council had been CIRCULATED and was RATIFIED.

(iii)	Any Other Planning Matters

The Chairman reported that Esquire, the developer with the proposal to build at Paris Farm, East Malling, will have a representative attending the Planning and Development Committee Meeting on 18th June 2025 at 7.00p.m.

The Chairman reported that a Residents meeting in connection with the above proposed development was held on Saturday, 31st May 2025 with himself, Cllrs. Tatton and Roud in attendance.




RATIFICATION OF PAYMENTS SINCE LAST MEETING

	The Lists of Payments and Direct Debits had been CIRCULATED and the action taken was RATIFIED.

REPORTS ON STANDING COMMITTEES HELD DURING MAY

(i)	Planning and Development Committee –  Wednesday, 21st May 2025

The Chairman presented these Minutes and made comment on the application for building at Manor Farm.  A site inspection is hopefully to take place with the Agent.

The application for The Barn at Lunsford Farm is to due to be considered at the Area 3 meeting tomorrow, 5th June 2025.

London Lionesses at Cobdown have held two public exhibitions and both himself and the Clerk had a meeting where their plans were presented.

It was AGREED these Minutes be ADOPTED as a true record of the Meeting.

(ii)	Finance and General Purposes Committee – Wednesday, 28th May 2025

Cllr. Thornewell presented these Minutes and spoke about the Licence at Larkfield Leisure Centre which is  now required but also a Deed of Easement.

Cllr. Thornewell was given authority to sign and seal the Deed of Easement, and Licence when received.

It was AGREED these Minutes be ADOPTED as a true record of the Meeting.

ADOPTION OF ACCOUNTS AND AGAR 2024/2025

The Statement of Accounts for 2024/2025 together with the Income and Expenditure information and Balance Sheet were CIRCULATED and also the Annual Governance Statement which was AGREED BE ADOPTED AND SIGNED by both the Chairman and Clerk.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

	The Chairman’s Report had been CIRCULATED, as follows:-

Summer Walk on 1st June 2025
 
On a fine afternoon 16 people took part if the walk via Castle Lake to Leybourne Wood and back. We saw the new information boards put up by Leybourne Parish Council at Castle Lake with the existing paths and those proposed. We used the path with the improved surface along the bottom of Willow Road Green which we own and forms part of the circular walk laid out by the Leybourne Parish Council.
 



Footpath MR 122 from Lunsford Lane to Junction 4 of A228/M20
 
The KCC contractor has cleared the fallen tree across this path so it is now useable but we have asked KCC to clear the whole length of the path of overgrowth. A fallen tree is up high across the path held up by a fence and which comes from land we own.  I am meeting our contractor to obtain a quote to secure its removal.
 
Development adjacent to Four Acres
 
The developers declined to meet me before the residents meeting last Saturday.  We have now suggested we meet them on Wednesday 18th June before our Planning and Development Meeting.
 
Roman Dig at Village Field
 
With our permission MAAG have applied for formal permission to Historic England to continue digging within the scheduled area.

The Chairman requested that the information regarding the Dig be circulated to all Members.

The Chairman reported that as there is no substantial business to be discussed the meeting of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee be cancelled on the 11th June 2025.
 
REPORT BY BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

Cllr. Thornewell had nothing to report.

Cllr. Mrs. Trudy Dean reported as follows:-

COUNTY COUNCIL 

The first meeting of the County Council under Reform control was strange.  
Reform members came in a 'uniform' of white shirts and turquoise ties, with the ladies wearing turquoise jackets.
The speeches by the Leader and other Reform members were greeted with table thumping and applause.
The Leader, Linden Kenkaren, suggested that Reform were unconvinced of the benefits of Unitary Authorities, and
did not support much of the Green agenda including Net Zero, Solar Panels,  charging points for EV vehicles, and low speed limits.
She referred to a thorough examination of all KCC spending and contracts by a Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) group.
This group has arrived at County Hall and includes Arron Banks, and the Chairman of the Reform Party Zia Yusuf, both of whom are multi millionaires.
They have apparently been given all necessary authority to access KCC data.
All staff were sent a confrontational letter, signed by Nigel Farage, Zia Yasuf and the Leader advising of the thorough review, and told that any obstruction of this access would be regarded as  gross misconduct.  
All Committees except for Personnel Committee have been cancelled. 
A meeting of the Governance and Audit Committee has been arranged today for the 3rd July.
The Chair of Scrutiny has been appointed from the opposition as agreed by Council before the election, and is a Liberal Democrat for the first time in KCC History.  

LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVIEW

The Government has responded to the letter sent by District and County prior to the KCC election regarding their initial preference for three or four Unitary Authorities, and asking a number of questions including how KCC debt would be apportioned. Almost all queries were met with a statement that it was for the councils to make proposals on the outstanding matters.  However Government did express a wish to be involved in discussions on how s106 payments would be allocated.            

FARMERS MARKET PARKING APOLOGY
The Borough Council has agreed to issue a corrected Public Notice allowing Farmers' Market stallholders to buy up to 23 hours of parking.  
At a cost of £5.80 per vehicle in Ryarsh Lane Car Park, this will allow stallholders to buy the time they need to set up, 
trade at the market and pack up afterwards.  
Officers apologised for the mistaken Notice which increased the allowed hours to only five.  

BANKY MEADOWS PLANNING APPLICATION

A planning application has been made for eight self-build houses on part of the land known as Banky Meadows, West Malling.  
The land lies at the junction of Town Hill and London Road and forms part of the rural setting of the market town. 
 A new vehicle access is planned onto London Road, close to the stable block where Christmas trees are sold.  
The plans also show a pedestrian path off Town Hill created by cutting into the stone wall.
 
The plans can be viewed on the Borough Council website, and Comments can be sent to planning.applications@tmbc.gov.uk by 19th June, quoting reference 25/00767.

COUNCILS TO GET NEW POWERS TO FORCE HOUSE BUILDERS TO BUILD

Local Councils are to be given new powers to penalise developers who 'sit' on land with planning consent, but do not build the promised housing.  The Council for Protection of Rural England calculate there are permissions for over 1 million homes where developers are not building, allegedly to wait for the value of the land or houses to rise and increase their profits. 

Councils will be able to charge a penalty, or even remove land ownership from developers to prevent this happening. 

As the Government has imposed housing targets far higher than the industry has ever achieved in the past, there is a very great risk that this problem will get worse in future.  These penalties need to be brought in fast, and be enforceable. 


	



		WEST MALLING LIBRARY OPENING IN AUGUST 

Shirley Sheridan, our local Library Service Manager, writes "Owing to extended essential construction works, the library will now reopen in August. We are sorry that the works have taken considerably longer than we had anticipated at the outset and apologise to customers for the inconvenience caused. Larkfield and Snodland Libraries are the nearest two libraries (for West Malling, Leybourne and Offham  residents available in the meantime. We are still looking forward to welcoming customers back to a new look West Malling library as soon as we can."

DISPOSABLE VAPES BANNED FROM TOMORROW

From tomorrow, 1 June 2025, disposable vapes will be banned by the UK Government.
 It will be illegal for businesses to sell or supply all single use or disposable vapes, whether or not they contain nicotine. Businesses will still be able to sell or supply reusable vapes, but they must have a rechargeable battery, a replaceable coil and wadding and be refillable.

The regulations have been brought in because these vape products represent a wasteful use of valuable resources, contribute to plastic pollution and are a potential fire risk when they end up in landfill sites because of their lithium.  They introduce harmful substances into our soil, rivers and streams, and cause harm to wildlife.  Though a useful aid in helping smokers to quit, vapes are often targeted at children for whom the long term effects are unknown. 

ROADWORKS






	




		Ryarsh Lane, West Malling ME19 6QR 
To allow electric works to be carried out, through traffic will be prohibited on part of Ryarsh Lane, West Malling, on or after 9th June for up to 5 days or until the works have been completed.
The road will be closed from the junction of King Street. 
There is no alternative route for any through traffic and access will be maintained when it is safe to do so. 
 Elm Crescent, East Malling ME19 6DF 
To allow duct installation works to be carried out, through traffic will be temporarily prohibited on part of Elm Crescent, East Malling, on or after 10th June for up to 2 days or until the works have been completed.
The road will be closed from the junction of Beech Road to the junction of Edward Walk, between the hours of 9am and 3pm only. 






		The Heath, East Malling ME19 6JF
To allow new water connection to be carried out, through traffic will be temporarily prohibited on part of The Heath, East Malling, on or after 16th June  for up to 3 days or until the works have been completed.
The road will be closed outside Hilltop Farm. 






		A228 Malling Road & B2246 Hermitage Lane, Maidstone ME19 4TE 
To allow asset location works to be carried out, through traffic will be prohibited on part of A228 Malling Road, Mereworth & B2246 Hermitage Lane, Maidstone, on or after 16th June for up to 5 days or until the works have been completed.
A228 Malling Road will be closed from the junction of Beech Road to the junction of The Street, between the hours of 20:00 and 05:00 only. 
The weight restriction on B2246 Hermitage Lane will be suspended to allow access for diverted traffic.

The alternative route for any through traffic less than 14’6” in height is via A228 Tonbridge Road, A26 Tonbridge Road, B2016 Seven Mile Lane, A20 London Road, A20 Ashton Way, A228 Ashton Way, A228 Malling Road and vice versa.
The alternative route for any through traffic greater than 14’6” in height is via A26 Tonbridge Road, B2246 Fountain Lane, B2246 Hermitage Lane, A20 London Road, A20 Ashton Way, A228 Ashton Way, A228 Malling Road and vice versa.






		Mereworth A228 Malling Road. Works to improve safety at Kent Street junction .  Traffic lights in place until end of November. Expect delays. 






	



	


ANY OTHER BUSINESS

	There was no other Business.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

	There were no members of the public present.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:	Wednesday, 2ND July 2025

CLOSURE

The Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 8.30p.m.




								Chairman
								2nd July 2025
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