


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 12TH NOVEMBER 2025 AT CHURCH FARM AT 7.30P,M.

PRESENT:	Cllrs. R. Roud (Chairman), Mrs. R. Belton, P. Leale, R. Mitchell, Mrs. M. Moore and D. Thornewell

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:	Cllrs. Mrs. L. Cook, Mrs. J. Sharpe, T. Bishop

APPROVAL AND SIGNING OF THE MINUTES OF THE AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 10th SEPTEMBER 2025

	It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 10th September 2025 be APPROVED AND SIGNED by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING

(i)	Bench – Lunsford Lane

The bench has now been installed at the junction of Gighill and Lunsford Lane and Mr White, the resident who requested the bench has sent an email thanking the Parish Council for providing one.

(ii)	Repair to Boundary Wall – South Ward Playing Field

The Clerk reported that Gary Jiles had provided a quotation for the repair of the badly damaged wall at South Ward Playing Field, bordering Mill Street in the sum of £2,100 for repointing the ragstone where missing and repairing the bricks that top the wall.

	Pictures were shown of the wall.

It was AGREED that the quotation be ACCEPTED which can be funded from the following:-

South Ward Playing Field – Repairs and Maintenance		1,500.00
War Memorial – Earmarked Reserves				    321.00
Amenities & Open Spaces Contingencies  			    279.00
							£	2,100.00

FOOTPATH MATTERS

(i)	MR119, Forty Acres

	 It was NOTED that an email had been sent to Sam Honey at the PROW office saying we are pleased to see the reinstatement of the path from the A20 end at Forty Acres.  When the road was re-aligned the old metal green footpath sign was removed and we would be grateful if this could be replaced.

	He has asked the applicants if they have plans to re-install what was in in place or put in something new.  If not, then once the TTRO is lifted they will make sure a new fingerpost  will be installed.

	A further email had been sent reporting that the path from the A20 end to the point it joins MR120.

	The section along what is now the pavement is marked by the blue footpath/cycleway signs.  The rest o the route and MR120 is still diverted.  However, if the sign at the A20 could be replaced would be appreciated.

	It was AGREED that it be requested that an additional sign be installed at the A20 end indicating the path to West Malling Station.

(ii)	MR125, Bone Alley – Request for Dog Bin

	It was NOTED that a resident has requested a dog waste bin at the Mill Street end of Bone Alley (MR125).

	Following investigation, Phil Outram at the Borough Council has found that were previously dog and litter bins installed on the grass verge around the corner from the entrance to Bone Alley, in the entrance to Middle Mill Road.  He is not sure why these are no longer there and confirms that he has placed an order for a new bin to be installed which will be a litter bin which can also be used for dog waste.

(iii)	MR97, Paul’s Alley – Damaged Wall

	It was NOTED that the wall in Paul’s Alley has collapsed, pictures were shown, and electrical wiring has been cut.  This has been reported to the PROW office at KCC who are need dealing with the enquiry,.

STREETLIGHTING MATTERS

	There were no Streetlighting Matters.

CORRESPONDENCE

Robert Styles		Bus Shelter, A20 London Road (former Spotted Cow)

			It was NOTED that an email has been sent asking when the bus shelter is 			to be replaced following its demolition in a traffic accident many months 			ago.  A reply is awaited.

KCC:			Bus Stop, A20 London Road – Forty Acres Layby

			It was NOTED that an enquiry has been made with KCC Highways as to 			when the bus stop is to be replaced in layby on the south side of the A20 			by Forty Acres which was removed due to modifications to the layby.

Qualitree Services Ltd:		Tree Works – Church Farm – Quotation

				A quotation had been received from Qualitree for work to trees at 				Church Farm which overhang gardens in Blackthorn Drive in the 				sum of £444 inc. VAT.

			It was AGREED the quotation be ACCEPTED.

Jackie Hirsch:		Larkfield Celebrates Christmas Event

			An email had been received reporting that it is intended to have a tree 			lighting ceremony here at Church Farm at the end of the event as there 			won’t be a light switch on in Martin Square this year.  They are looking to 			purchase a real tree in a tub and place it on the lawn at Church Farm.  It 			will only be there from around the 20th November to just after the event 			on the 22nd November 2025.  This was AGREED.

			Thanks were also conveyed to the Parish Council for their support in both 			this event and all their other events that they do.

ALLOTMENT MATTERS

(i)	Allotment Rents – Current

	The Clerk reported that all the allotment rents have now been paid.

OPEN SPACE MATTERS

	Cllr. Thornewell reported that he had received an email giving further information on the MAAG works at East Malling.  It is thought the excavations relate to a water shrine and they have sent a video to Wendy Rogers at KCC.

	They are hoping to backfill the excavations outside the allotment site over the next few weeks to protect it from frost which could cause damage.                                                                                                                                                                             
												
VILLAGE HALL MATTERS

(i)	Cleaner – East Malling Village Hall

	The Clerk reported that we have now employed a new cleaner at East Malling Village Hall 	following the resignation of Melissa Coulstock.

(ii)	Correspondence

AKS Electrical (Kent) Ltd:	Quotations for Recommended Works following
				5 Year Inspection

				The Clerk reported that AKS Electrical have carried out a 					5 year electrical inspection in all the halls and submit 					reports with quotations with work required as follows:-

				Larkfield Village Hall			£9,970.33
				Church Farm Hall			£    324.96
				Granary Hall				£    855.60

				It was AGREED that two more quotations be obtained in 					view of the amount involved.


Ultimate Floor Sanding Co (South):	Sanding, etc for East Malling Village 								Hall Floor

					A quotation had been obtained from Ultimate 							Floor Sanding (south) to restore the Oak flooring 						at East Malling Village Hall which is need of 							restoration which is beyond the capabilities of the 						Handyman and Caretaking Supervisor who had 						always carried out this work.  The quotation is for 						£5,200.

					It was AGREED  that further quotations be 							obtained in view of the amount involved.

REVIEW OF VILLAGE HALL HIRE RATES

	The Clerk made comment that she feels the hire rates for both block booking hirers and casual hirers should remain as they are at present as the halls are very heavily booked  for both types of bookings and if they are increased possibly some of the block booking hirers would struggle to pay.

	It was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that the hire rates remain as at present.

	The Clerk commented that there have been issues with teenage parties and suggested that we do not accept bookings for the age group 14-20.  It was AGREED that her and Syretta use their discretion in respect of such bookings.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:	Monday, 8th December 2025

CLOSURE

	The Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 8.24p.m.





									Chairman
									8th December 2025
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