


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF EAST MALLING AND LARKFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 3RD SEPTEMBER 2025 AT CHURCH FARM AT 7.30P.M.

PRESENT:	Cllrs. D. Thornewell (Chairman), Mrs. M. Moore (Vice-Chairman), Mrs. C. Bell, T. 		Bishop, P. Leale, R. Mitchell, Sharon Root, R. Roud, Mrs. M. Tatton and Mrs. C. 		Woodger

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:	Cllrs. Mrs. L. Cook, R. Haffenden, Mrs. A. Oakley and Mrs. Trudy 				Dean

APPROVAL AND SIGNING OF MINUTES AND APPENDICES OF MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 6th AUGUST 2025

	It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 6th August 2025 be APPROVED AND SIGNED by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING

	There were no Matters Arising

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

(i)	Ratification of Planning Comments Submitted Since 6TH August 2025

	The List of Planning Comments submitted to the Borough Council had been 	CIRCULATED and it was AGREED that the action taken be RATIFIED.

(ii)	List of Decision Notices Received since 6th August 2025

	The List of Decisions issued by the Borough Council had been CIRCULATED and was 	NOTED.

	Cllr. Mrs. Tatton commented that Kent Highways have lodged a holding objection to the 	planning application proposed for Paris Farm, East Malling.

	The Chairman reported that the retrospective application regarding the fencing around 	the front of 72 Kingfisher Road has been refused by the Borough Council.

(iii)	Any Other Planning Matters

	The Chairman reported that he attended a meeting of Birling Parish Council and there is 	now some doubt whether the Larkfield and New Hythe Football Club stadium will be 	moving to the site off the A228 as there is now consideration for 500 to 600 houses being 	built on the land.

RATIFICATION OF PAYMENTS SINCE LAST MEETING

	The Lists of Payments and Direct Debits paid since 6th August 2025 had been CIRCULATED and the action taken was RATIFIED.


REPORTS ON STANDING COMMITTEES HELD DURING AUGUST

(i)	Planning and Development,   Thursday, 28th August 2025

	Cllr. Thornewell presented these Minutes which he let wee self-explanatory.

	Cllr. Thornewell commented on that we are trying to get speed restrictions on Lunsford 	Lane North.

	Ivy Farm – the Chairman explained the situation with regard to Heritage consultants for 	the Ivy Farm Residents Group who, under Rule 6, will be taking part in the Appeal 	commencing on 23rd September 2025.  The Group are raising funds via Crowd Funding.  	The cost is likely to be in the region of £15,000 and he PROPOSED that the Parish 	Council pay the account to Fuller Long in full in order that we can reclaim the VAT and 	then the Ivy Farm Group will reimburse the funds raised by Crowd Funding.  This can be 	funded from Legal Fees and monies held in General Reserves.   CARRIED 	UNANIMOUSLY.

	The former Showman’s Site on the A228 is now owned by Tarmac Aggregates.

	Cllr. Mrs. Woodger had made some comments on the proposal for 53 holiday homes at 	Hillberry Park and stressed that these dwellings are not included in the housing figures 	which she feels they should be.

	Planning Enforcement are now involved with the development at Pinewood Depot in 	respect of the landscaping.

	Cllr. Mrs. Woodger commented that Victoria Warren, Empty Properties Officer with the 	Borough Council had visited The Barracks in Well Street which is empty.   Trees are now 	touching the overhead cables.   She will be contacting the owner and report back.
	
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

	The Chairman reported that he is leading a Parish Walk on Sunday, 12th October 2025 meeting at Church Farm at 2.30p.m. ending at approximately 4.30p.m.  All welcome.

	The Chairman reported on the PPG meeting in respect of contributions towards doctors in the area and they are looking for £200,000.  Apparently the Borough Council hold £200,00 for this purpose.	

REPORT BY BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

	Cllr. Mrs. Tatton reported at the recent Parish Partnership meeting the main discussion was regarding Local Government Reorganisation.  Should there be 3 or 4 unitary authorities?

	A consultation took place in Tonbridge as to whether Tonbridge should have a Town Council and 72% were for having such a Council.

	Cllr. Mrs. Tatton commented that High Street/Wateringbury Road is to be closed for roadworks on 29th September 2025 and she is concerned that the Planning Inspector may wish to carry a site inspection in connection with the Ivy Farm Appeal.



ANY OTHER BUSINESS

	The Chairman reported that Cllr. Cook had reported a large amount of rubbish in a garage block off Swallow Road and she has reported this but the Clerk was asked to carry out a Land Registry Search to find out ownership and some garages are privately owned and others are Clarion.

	Cllr. Mrs. Shire reported that there are Union Flags appearing on the East Malling estate, namely Larkspur Road.

	Cllr. Bishop reported that the new owner of the Monks Head Public House had reported that it was flooded with the heavy downpours recently.   The Clerk commented that the top of New Hythe Lane was severely flooded.

	Cllr. Mrs. Tatton reported that Steve Catchpole at the King and Queen PH had emailed her expressing concern at the overuse of the car park to the rear of the Institute.  She will forward the email to the Clerk which sets out his suggestions for action that could be taken.

	The Clerk was asked to ask the Borough Council when was the last time their officers attended the Village Field Car Park off the High Street.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

	There were no Members of the Public present.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:	Wednesday, 1st October 2025

CLOSURE

	The Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 8.30p.m.







										Chairman
										1st October 2025
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