


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER 2025 AT CHURCH FARM AT 7.30P.M.

PRESENT:	Cllrs. Mrs. M. Moore (Chairman), Mrs. C. Bell, T. Bishop, Mrs. A. Oakley, R. Roud and D. Thornewell

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:		None Received.

APPROVAL AND SIGNING OF MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 23RD JUNE 2025

	It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday, 23rd June 2025 be APPROVED AND SIGNED by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING

(i)	Larkfield Leisure Centre – Deed of Grant and Licence

The Clerk reported that the documents had been scanned over to the Borough Council some weeks ago so she is now waiting as to whether any further action needs to be taken.   She will speak to Stuart Edwards.

(ii)	Consultation -Tonbridge Town Council

It was NOTED that a consultation with 3,000 people had taken place as to whether Tonbridge should become a Town Council

The six week consultation that took place in June found that 72% favoured the creation of a town council, while 23% were opposed.  5% were unsure.  96% of those taking part were residents of Tonbridge with a further 2% working in the town.

A final decision on whether to proceed with the creation of a town council will be subject to a full vote of Borough Councillors in February 2026.

Cllr. Mrs. Oakley commented that she felt that approximately 3,000 only being returned the consultation did not give a true picture as there are 35,000 residents.

CORRESPONDENCE

Mr. E. Murphy:	Ragstone Wall – Access Road, Village Field Car Park

It was NOTED that recent work had been carried out to the above ragstone wall which separates Mr Murphy’s property from the access to the car park.  He has paid for the repair on a number of occasions.  He believes that the maintenance of the wall should be the responsibility of himself and the Parish Council as it bounds our access road where residents park their cars.

Cllr. Thornewell  showed a map with the wall shown.   The Clerk had carried out a Land Registry Search which did not show who the wall belongs to.  He feels there is no obligation on the Parish Council.

After discussion it was PROPOSED by Cllr. Bishop, SECONDED by Cllr. Mitchell that a one off voluntary contribution of £1,000 be made to Mr. Murphy.

POLICY STATEMENT OF INTERNAL CONTROL AND ANNUAL REVIEW OF EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERNAL CONTROL
	The Clerk had CIRCULATED a draft document to satisfy the regulations for the Auditors.
	After two minor amendments it was felt to be a comprehensive statement of internal control and effective for the purposes of Internal Control.  It was PROPOSED by Cllr. Thornewell, SECONDED by Cllr. Mr. Mitchell that the document be ADOPTED by the Committee.  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
REPORT FROM PARISH PARTNERSHIP PANEL – LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION
	The Chairman reported on the recent Parish Partnership Panel Meeting which was mainly devoted to the Local Government Reorganisation.  The Powerpoint presentation had been provided and the deadline for submissions for this is 28th November 2025.  It is likely that the Government will publish in the New Year.
	The new Bill is almost silent on the role of Town and Parish Councils although they are seen as important independent elected organisations operating alongside new Area Committees but no direction to establish new ones in non parished areas. Government make it clear that Councils should not be transferring assets ahead of Local Government Reorganisation or do anything that might undermine the success of the new Councils.
	There will be regular updates at future meetings of the Panel.
	Cllr. Haffenden be invited to the Annual General Meeting, and if he is unable to attend then Cllr. Mrs Tatton hopefully will be available.

	There is to be a meeting on 21st October 2025 regarding the Local Plan which is described as a crucial meeting.




ANY OTHER BUSINESS

	The Clerk reported that although this is a Village Hall matter, there was a very difficult booking in Larkfield Village Hall on Saturday 20th September 2025, a Wedding, the hall was left in an appalling state with all areas including toilets left to be cleaned and cleared up by the Daniel, Michelle and Rachel until the early hours of the morning and Sunday morning as there was another booking in the hall at midday.

	The Clerk had sent an email to the hirer stating that they would not be receiving their £200 refundable deposit and expressing the disgust at how the hall was treated.
	
	It was AGREED that thanks be conveyed to the Caretaking Staff.

	Cllr. Bishop requested that Members be provided with the bank balance at each meeting of this Committee.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:	Monday, 20th October 2025

CLOSURE

	The Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 8.15p.m.




									Chairman
									20th October 2025





2

