


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF EAST MALLING AND LARKFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 10TH JULY 2024 AT CHURCH FARM AT 7.30P.M.

PRESENT:	Cllrs. D. Thornewell (Chairman), Mrs. M. Moore (Vice-Chairman), Mrs. C. Bell, T. 		Bishop, Rachel Belton, Mrs. L. Cook, R. Haffenden, P. Leale, R. Roud, Mrs. J. 			Sharpe, Mrs. C. Shire, Mrs. M. Tatton and Mrs. C. Woodger

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:	Cllrs. Mrs. A. Oakley and R. Mitchell
				Cllr. Mrs. Trudy Dean

APPROVAL AND SIGNING OF MINUTES AND APPENDICES OF MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 5th JUNE 2024

	It was RESOLVED that the Minutes and Appendices of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 5th June 2024 be APPROVED AND SIGNED by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING

	There were no Matters Arising.

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

(i)	Ratification of Planning Comments Submitted Since 5th June 2024

	The List of Planning Comments Submitted to the Borough Council had been 	CIRCULATED and it was AGREED that the action taken be RATIFIED.

	The Chairman commented on the application in respect of Mill Hall Depot and he 	stressed the importance of a future link to the station platform and consider this should 	be made the subject of a Legal Agreement.

	The Chairman reported that he had met with the neighbours to Rose Cottage at Lunsford 	Farm about their concerns for the site which appears to being used as a waste transfers 	site.

	The Chairman drew attention to the comments submitted on the application for a 	dwelling at the Stables, Broadwater Road.
	
(ii)	List of Decision Notices Received since 5th June 2024

	The List of Decision Notices had been CIRCULATED and was NOTED.

RATIFICATION OF PAYMENTS SINCE LAST MEETING

	The Lists of Payments and Direct Debits had been CIRCULATED and the action taken was RATIFIED.

REPORTS ON STANDING COMMITTEES HELD DURING JUNE 2024

	No Committee Meetings were held during June


CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

	The Chairman’s Report had been CIRCULATED as follows:-

General Election
 
Following the General Election we now have two MPs from different parties as we did when Jonathan Shaw, Labour, was MP for Chatham and Aylesford and John Stanley, Conserative, MP for Tonbridge and Malling.
 
In the revised Chatham and Aylesford seat which includes Larkfield the new MP is Tristan Osbourne and the new constituency of Maidstone and Malling Helen Grant MP, Conservative, has been elected.
 
Across Kent the county has 18 with Labour now having 11 seats, Conservatives 6 and one Lib Dem in Tunbridge Wells.
 
Local Plan
 
With the general election over the Borough Council is about to complete the next stage of the draft Local Plan process and will be publishing the draft plan for public consultation.  It is of course based on the existing Government policy documents.
 
The Labour Government have indicated they want to see more houses built as part of a plan to increase growth in the economy.  They have indicated an intention to issue a revised Planning Policy document which deals with the preparation of local plans and sets out the policies to be followed by Planning Inspectors in deciding planning applications.  One assumes they will consult on a draft document first and we will need to look out for such a consultation taking place. The transitional provisions from the existing system to the new will be crucial given where the Borough Council has reached and it does not have an existing up-to-date Plan.
 
Plan to Relocate Larkfield Football Club
 
The Club held a public exhibition of their Plans at the Club premises on 27th and 29th June and I attended at the end of the last one when there were both local Larkfield and Birling residents there. The developers told me following public comment they are intending to hold a consultation in Snodland but no date has yet been fixed.
 
Path from A20 to Martin Square
 
Complaints have been made about the hedge overgrowing into the path and this has been raised with the KCC Public paths officers..

REPORT BY BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

	The Chairman reported that he has asked the Borough Council about the status of the three greens, Bradbourne Fields and The Lakes in the Local Plan, the only one in Larkfield is the Larkfield and New Hythe Football Club ground.  It seems the Greens are not being put forward for development.


	He said the National Planning Policy is likely to be updated with the new Labour Government.

	Considerable discussion took place regarding the Local Plan.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

	The new Chief Executive has now taken up his post at the Borough Council.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

	There were no Members of the Public present.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:	Wednesday, 7th August 2024

CLOSURE

	The Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 8.20p.m.







									Chairman
									7th August 2024
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