MINUTES OF A MEETING OF EAST MALLING AND LARKFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 5TH NOVEMBER 2025 AT CHURCH FARM AT 7.30P.M.

PRESENT:	Cllrs. D. Thornewell (Chairman), Mrs M. Moore (Vice-Chairman), Mrs C Bell,
		T. Bishop, R. Mitchell, Sharon Root, R. Roud, Mrs. C. Shire and Mrs. C. Woodger

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:	Cllrs. Mrs. L. Cook, Mrs. J. Sharpe and Mrs. T. Dean

APPROVAL AND SIGNING OF MINUTES AND APPENDICES OF MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 1st OCTOBER 2025

	It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 1st October 2025 be APPROVED AND SIGNED by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING

	The Chairman reported that an application has now been submitted for the diversion of the footpath at Cobdown.

	Cllr. Mrs. Woodger reported that a new “Quiet Lanes” sign has now appeared on MR114 at the Well Street end.

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

(i)	Ratification of Planning Comments Submitted Since 1st October 2025

	The List of Planning comments submitted to the Borough Council since 1st October 2025 	had been CIRCULATED and the action taken was RATIFIED.

(ii)	List of Decision Notices Received Since 1st October 2025

	The List of Decision Notices issued by the Borough Council since 1st October has been 	CIRCULATED and was NOTED.

	Cllr. Mitchell reported that external floodlights have now been installed at the Pinewood 	Depot site which throw light across the A20 into his and neighbours windows.  Lighting is 	not specifically shown on the application details on the Borough Council website.

(iii)	Any Other Planning Matters

	The Chairman reported the signs in Bellingham Way have now been installed.

RATIFICATION OF PAYMENTS SINCE LAST MEETING

	The List of Payments made and Direct Debits had been CIRCULATED and it was AGREED the action taken be RATIFIED.

	The Chairman commented on the Christmas Lights in Martin Square are due to be switched on the 22nd November 2025 but there will not be an official switch-on event as the Christmas Market is now to take place at Church Farm on the same day, organised by Larkfield Community Group.
REPORTS ON STANDING COMMITTEES HELD DURING OCTOBER

	As no Committee Meetings took place during October so there were no reports.
	
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

	The Chairman’s Report had been CIRCULATED, as follows:-

Annual Parish Walk – 12th October 2025
Ten people came on the Parish Walk starting at Church Farm, Larkfield.   It was a circular walk using paths via Panattoni to New Hythe and back via the Country Park.
It was pleasing to see the 3 ;information boards along the much improved footpath by the motorway.
Local KALC AGM

I attended this on 9th October where Sarah Barker was re-elected as Chairman and Sue Butterfield as Vice-Chairman.

Draft Local Plan – Consultation

The new Local Plan consultation will run from Monday 10th November to 2nd January, 2026.

There will be a display at the Borough Offices between 6.30pm to 7.15pm  for those attending the Parish Partnership on Thursday, 20th November 2025.

Footpath MR119 (Forty Acres)

We have asked KCC to reinstate the public path sign at the A20 end of this path now this section is re-opened.

Bus Stop Signs

Similarly the bus stop sign above removed when the bus lay-by was redesigned.

Bus Shelter

We are also pressing the Borough Council to replace the bus shelter at the old named Spotted Cow stop on the London Road, Larkfield.   The previous one was removed after being hit by a car.

Local Plan – Housing Sites

I am still ploughing through the draft Local Plan but for information the housing sites listed on page 387 for this Parish are:-

Ref.			Site							Yield

MG8			Winterfield Farm					25

EM1			Paris Farm						105

KH1			Broadwater						900

Ref.			Site						Yield

MG5			56-62 Martin Square				16

MG6			Land adjacent to Larkfield Library		30

and out this Parish

MG7			Land on corner of Ashton Way &		70
			A20 Leybourne

MG4			Land between Hermitage Lane and		1300
			Kiln Barn Road, Aylesford/Ditton

The other very large sites are Aylesford Lakes (800);  Bunyards Farm(435);  Borough Green Gardens (3,000;  Hale Street (396);  Hildenborough (629); Holborough Quarry, Snodland (1300)
and north east Tonbridge (1671.

	The Chairman added that a Public Meeting has been fixed for Sunday 23rd November 2025 in East Malling Village Hall in respect of the Local Plan commencing at 3.30p.m.

	Matt Boughton will attend to outline the plan and I will Chair the Meeting.   There will be an opportunity for questions to be asked.

	I am awaiting to hear from Borough officers if they can provide display material.

REPORT BY BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

	Cllr. Bishop reported that he attended the Leybourne Country Park User Panel Meeting.

	Three years ago there was a fish which weighed 15kg and now weighs 40kg!!

	The Park Run has been established 10 years and they have an average of 400 runners each weekend.

	The Water Sports are very popular at the Lakes and there are people who want to swim the Channel training.

	Volunteers have carried out 300 hours of work over the year.

	Courses at the Country Park are attracting many people and at present they have only 4 spaces available.

	Cllr. Thornewell reported that he attended a presentation regarding the building for the Borough Council at the car park at Bluebell Hill to provide temporary accommodation.

	Cllr. Thornewell had also attended a presentation in respect of Local Government Reorganisation.

	Cllr. Roud reported that Uber cabs are being permitted to operate in the Tonbridge and Malling Borough.

	A barrier has now been erected at West Malling Railway Station.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:	Wednesday, 3rd December 2025

CLOSURE

	The Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 8.23p.m.





									Chairman
									3rd December 2025
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