


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 9TH APRIL 2025 AT CHURCH FARM AT 7.30P.M.

PRESENT:	Cllrs. R. Roud (Chairman), T. Bishop, Mrs L. Cook, Mrs. M. Moore, R. Mitchell, Mrs. J. Sharpe and D. Thornewell

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:	None Received

APPROVAL AND SIGNING OF THE MINUTES OF THE AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE HELD ON THURSDAY, 13TH FEBRUARY 2025

MATTERS ARISING

(i)	Bench – Lunsford Lane

Cllr. Thornewell reported that he had met with Beverley Smith from KCC – Tree Officer and her colleague on Thursday 4th March 2025 to discuss the site of the proposed seat and its effect on the tree roots alongside the proposed site.

Beverley Smith was happy with the proposed site and will send a map of the agreed spot, which she has done.

He also mentions the dead tree stump where they cut down a tree and she will see if they can replace it in November.

It was AGREED that the Clerk order the bench and showed members an illustration of the one it is intended to use.

(ii)	Map Board-East Malling Green

It was AGREED that the latest Heritage Walk booklet replace the one now on the website and also that Robert Peel be asked to use this one on the proposed replacement map board for East Malling Village Green.

FOOTPATH MATTERS
	
(i)	MR94A & MR93

Cllr. Thornewell reported that having looked at the footpath map it appeared that MR93 runs through the house at 215 New Hythe Lane and into the football ground.  An email had been sent to Sam Honey at KCC PROW office and it has been found that this was wrongly mapped in 1987.   It will need to be corrected as it involves Parish Council land.

Also it has come to light that MR94, the footpath running alongside Larkfield Playing Field and through to Chaucer Way extends completely across the trackway to the football club and houses, not just the kerbed path.

(ii)	MR114, East Malling

A Definitive Map Modification Order making MR114 a Restricted Byway was confirmed in November 2024 and an email has been sent to KCC Definitions informing that the Parish Council like to erect a suitable sign at the Well Street end recording the name “Joan a Plain Lane” and asking the best way to go about providing such a sign.  A reply is awaited.

STREETLIGHTING MATTERS

	There were no Streetlighting Matters.

CORRESPONDENCE

	There was no Correspondence.

ALLOTMENT MATTERS

(i)	Gates at East Malling Allotments

The Clerk reported that the wooden field gates at East Malling Allotments are in need of replacement and a quotation had been obtained from Parkers Gates and Fencing Ltd in the sum of £2,208.00 inc. VAT to supply and install a pair of new gates.

It was AGREED that this quotation be ACCEPTED and Parkers be asked to carry out the work as soon as possible.  The Clerk added that there are available funds in Earmarked Reserves for allotment fencing which could pay for the gates.

OPEN SPACE MATTERS

(i)	Fair – South Ward Playing Field – 6th May to 12th May 2025

The Clerk reported that Smith’s Fair will be visiting South Ward Playing Field from the 6th May 2025 until the 12th May 2025.   This action was RATIFIED.

(ii)	Fair – Larkfield Recreation Ground -16th June to 23rd June 2025

The Clerk reported that Shayler’s Fair will be visiting Larkfield Recreation Ground from the 16th June 2025 until the 23rd June 2025.  This action was RATIFIED.

(iii)	Carnation Green

It was NOTED that an email had been sent to the Chief Executive at the Borough Council saying that Upper Castle Fields, Tonbridge has been registered as a village green and River Lawn.

We are asking that Carnation Green be registered as a Village Green to give it long term protection.

A reminder will be sent.

(iv)	Post & Rail Fence – Larkfield Churchyard

The Clerk reported that the post and rail fence at Larkfield Churchyard is in need of replacement and a quotation had been obtained from Parkers Gates and Fencing Ltd in the sum of £2,616.00 inc. VAT for 33 metres of new wooden post and rail fencing.

It was AGREED this quotation be ACCEPTED and funded from Earmarked Reserves for the War Memorial as the work has now been completed.

(v)	Any Other Open Space Matters

The Clerk reported that she has obtained quotations from Parkers Gates and Fencing Ltd for repairs to the gates at Larkfield Playing Field which both the field gate and the pedestrian need attention in the sum of £340 exc. VAT.  It was AGREED this quotation be ACCEPTED.

At the suggestion of Parkers a quotation had been obtained for telescopic bollards at the gates into South Ward Playing Field (2 bollards), Larkfield Playing Field (3 bollards) and the field gate into Larkfield Recreation Ground (3 bollards) as a preventative measure against incursion from travellers.  The cost would be a total of £4,710 exc. VAT.  The bollards are 90mm x 90mm by 6mm thick lift up telescopic lockable.  They will be 670mm out of the ground and 1050mm in the ground concreted in place.

Discussion took place and members asked for more details of the bollards and perhaps a visit to somewhere they are installed.  The Clerk will request information from Tommy Parker.

It was AGREED it be RECOMMENDED to the Finance and General Purposes Committee a virement be made from the earmarked reserve for work to the War Memorial to carry out the necessary work.

WEST MALLING FARMERS MARKET

	The Chairman reported that at the Cabinet meeting at the Borough Council it was agreed to an extension of free parking hours for the Farmers Markets in West Malling to be reviewed in a year’s time.

	The Borough Council will need to do a Variation Order.

VILLAGE HALL MATTERS

(i)	Larkfield Village Hall Drains

The Clerk reported that whilst the drainage repairs were being carried out at Larkfield Village Hall they uncovered an inspection chamber that was buried so the work to bring this up to ground level cost an additional £550 which she authorised to be done while they were on site.

This action was RATIFIED.

(ii)	Solar Panels for Granary Hall

The Clerk will obtain a revised quotation for solar panels on the Granary Hall and Workshop.


ANY OTHER BUSINESS

	It was reported that Sharon Shelton at the Borough Council is retiring in July.

	The Chairman mentioned that if the concrete blocks are removed from the gates in the Parish, he would be interested for use in the Institute Car Park where cars park by the accessway to the side of the hall.

	Cllr. Bishop said he felt the Scouts have done a good job with the posts on the green outside the entrance to the Scout Hut at Larkfield and also creating a disabled bay.

	Cllr. Mitchell asked whether hirers who take electrical equipment into the halls have had it PAT tested as he hires a hall and they are insisting on this being carried out.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:	Wednesday, 14th May 2025

CLOSURE

	The Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 8.30p.m.





								14th May 2025
								Chairman
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