


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF EAST MALLING AND LARKFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 2ND APRIL 2025 AT CHURCH FARM AT 7.30P.M.

PRESENT:	Cllrs. D. Thornewell (Chairman), Mrs. M. Moore (Vice-Chairman), Mrs. R. Belton, 		T. Bishop, Mrs. L. Cook, P. Leale, R. Mitchell, Mrs. J. Sharp and Mrs. C. Shire

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:	Cllrs. Mrs. C. Bell, R. Haffenden, Sharon Root Mrs. M. Tatton and 				Mrs. C. Woodger
				Cllr. Mrs. Trudy Dean

APPROVAL AND SIGNING OF MINUTES AND APPENDICES OF MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 5th MARCH 2025

	It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 5th March 2025 be APPROVED AND SIGNED by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING

	There were no Matters Arising

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

(i)	Ratification of Planning Comments Submitted Since 5th March 2025

	The List of Planning comments submitted to the Borough Council had been CIRCULATED 	and it was AGREED that the action taken be RATIFIED.

(ii)	List of Decision Notices Received since 5th March 2025

	The List of Decision Notices issued by the Borough Council had been CIRCULATED and 	was NOTED.

RATIFICATION OF PAYMENTS SINCE LAST MEETING

	The List of Payments made out of Meeting and Direct Debits had been CIRCULATED and the action taken was RATIFIED.

REPORTS ON STANDING COMMITTEES HELD DURING MARCH

(i)	Planning and Development Committee –  Wednesday, 19th March 2025

	Cllr. Thornewell presented these Minutes which he felt were self-explanatory and it was 	AGREED they be ADOPTED as a true record of the Meeting.

APPROVAL AND ADOPTION OF REVISED FINANCIAL REGULATIONS BASED ON NALC MODEL

	The revised Financial Regulations had been  CIRCULATED with the Agenda and the Chairman said these are based on the NALC Model Financial Regulations and commented that there has been another recent change which has been included in this document.  It was AGREED that the Financial Regulations, as circulated, be APPROVED AND ADOPTED.
	
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

	The Chairman’s Report had been CIRCULATED, as follows:-

Parish Walk on 16th March 2025 from East Malling

On a fine day 21 people came on the circular walk from St. James Church.   The walk went by the empty house called The Barracks in Well Street and saw the remains of the demolished modern garage.

Summer Walk

As people asked about another walk before our Autumn one I will lead another walk on Sunday, 1st June at 2.15p.m. from the car park at the George Holding Centre in Chaucer Way (next to the Doctors Surgery), to follow a circular walk via Castle Lake and Leybourne Woods now both owned by Leybourne Parish Council.  Back about 5.00p.m.

Leybourne Lakes User Panel

This will be held at 6.00p.m. on Monday 28th April 2025 at the Café at the Country Park.  Access from the car park off Lunsford Lane.

The Shed at Lunsford Farm

The date for the site inspection by Borough Council has not yet been fixed as I write this and I understand the application is unlikely to return to the April Area 3 Planning Meeting.

Kent County Council Election on 1st May 2025

It seems this will be the last election for the County Council and one awaits to see how it is to be replaced by an elected Mayor for Kent including Medway.   The Police and Crime Commissioner post is also to be abolished and the Mayor will take on that role as elsewhere, such as in London.   People need to bring evidence of identity to vote.

Repair Café

The next Repair Café is on Saturday 19th April from 10.30am to 13.30pm at Communigrow off Bradbourne Lane.   It is a gardening tools event.

Nightingale Walks

A series of Nightingale Walks are being organised at the Country Park between 6.00-8.00pm on Monday 21st April, Wednesday 25th April, Tuesday 29th April and Thursday 1st May 2025.

It was reported that the Agenda for the Area 3 Planning Meeting has now ben issued and does not include the barn at Lunsford Farm.




REPORT BY BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

Cllr. Bishop had not attended any meetings at the Borough Council but commented on the Cabinet Meeting where Cllr. Trudy Dean and Cllr. Roger Roud presented a petition asking that the parking charges be waived when the Farmers Market is taking place in West Malling, this was agreed.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

	There were no Member of the Public present.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:	Wednesday, 7th May 2025  - Annual Parish Council Meeting

CLOSURE

	The Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 7.50p.m.






									Chairman
									7th May 2025
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