


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 19TH NOVEMBER 2025 AT CHURCH FARM AT 7.30P.M.

PRESENT:	Cllrs. D. Thornewell (Chairman), Mrs. M. Moore (Vice-Chairman), T. Bishop, R. Haffenden, Sharon Root, R. Roud, Mrs. M. Tatton and Mrs. C. Woodger

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:	Cllr. Mrs. C. Shire

APPROVAL AND SIGNING OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 17TH SEPTEMBER 2025

	It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday, 17th September 2025 be APPROVED AND SIGNED by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING

(i)	Bellingham Way Bus Service

	It was NOTED that no further update had been received regarding the bus service and the Clerk was asked to chase this matter.

(ii)	Bellingham Way Signs

	The Chairman reported that the long-awaited signs have now been installed in Bellingham Way.

(iii)	Any Other Matters Arising

	Cllr. Mitchell has said that the floodlights at the Pinewood depot are shining brightly into 	his house and neighbours all night.  The Clerk was asked to report this matter to 	enforcement at the Borough Council.

CORRESPONDENCE

	There was no Correspondence.

DRAFT LOCAL PLAN

(i)	Public Meeting on Sunday, 23rd November 2025, East Malling Village Hall

	The Meeting will be taking place on Sunday 23rd November 2025 from 3.30pm until 5.30p.m.  Cllr. Roud has the PA system and a screen for Matt Boughton to give a presentation on the Draft Local Plan.

(ii)	‘Drop in’ Session at TMBC on Tuesday, 25th November 2025 from 4.00p.m. to 7.00p.m.

	It was NOTED that the Borough Council are holding a ‘Drop In’ regarding the Local Plan at the Gibson Building on Tuesday 25th November 2025 between 4pm – 7pm.



(iii)	Proposed Housing Site “adjacent to Library, Martin Square

	The Chairman reported that an email had been sent regarding errors in the Site Summaries being:-
	
	Site 59953 – 56-62 Martin Square, Larkfield

	This refer to the site being “off Hays Road”.  There is no Hays Road in Larkfield so an amendment is needed.   The trees also have a T.P.O.

	We will be objecting to this site as being suitable for housing and would like to know Kent County Council’s intent?

	Site 585552 – Land North of London Road and east of 562 London Road, Ditton

	This site is in Larkfield not Ditton and the number is incorrect as the even property numbers are on the other side of the road.   It is not a Greenfield site but Stratstone car sales.

(iv)	Discussion on other sites in Parish proposed for Housing

	Mention was made about various sites for Housing in this  namely the Larkfield Football Club site and site at Kilnbarn Road, Ditton.

	Green Gap Study – We support this document.

IVY FARM APPEAL

	It was reported that the Borough Council had notified the Planning Inspectorate of the draft Local Plan going out to public consultation.   It does not allocate this site and the Assessment comes out against it as being disconnected to the Village and having an urbanising effect on the countryside and sense of rurality.

	It was AGREED the Parish Council respond to the Inspectorate emphasising the position as it was felt the Assessment to be a material planning consideration although the Plan itself at this stage had little if any weight.

APPEAL AT GREAT LUNSFORD FARM

	The Chairman reported the two documents that were missing from the Borough Council’s website in respect of the above have now appeared being the Noise Impact Assessment and the Motion Transport Highways Technical Note..

	After discussion it was AGREED we send a response to the Appeal stating that we feel it should be dismissed.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

	The Clerk commented that work appears to be commencing on the Churchill development at 156-154 New Hythe Lane.

	Park House – Cllr. Mrs. Tatton reported that Planning Enforcement have been informed that scaffolding has been erected at the house and it rumour has it that it is to become a vets.  Is planning permission required for a vets?

	It was AGREED that we ask Planning Enforcement for an update on the fencing around the frontage of 72 Kingfisher Road.

	Cllr. Mrs. Woodger asked if anything further had been received from the Post Office regarding the error in postcodes in The Heath as she is still receiving couriers knocking her door for deliveries which are meant for Westwell Park.  The Clerk will follow this up again.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:	Wednesday, 21st January 2026

CLOSURE

	The Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 8.20p.m.






									Chairman
									21st January 2025
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